
Fly Sylvester Lister Les Magee 
   
 Red and green highlights are added to highlight differences. 
   
1. Winter 
Brown (Early 
Red) 

Light mottled feather from under 
woodcock’s wing. Brownish orange 
silk well waxed body. Peacock herl 
head. 

Light mottled feather from under 
woodcock’s wing, peacock herl 
head, silk, brownish body well 
waxed. 

2. Dark Bloa, 
Waterhen 
Bloa or Blue 
Dun 

Feather from under waterhen’s 
wing as season advances feather 
from wood hawk’s back. Body 
yellow silk with water rat’s fur spun 
on. Head magpie herl. 

Feather from under waterhen wing 
as season advances, feather from 
woodhawk’s back. Head, magpie’s 
herl, silk purple well waxed. [Les 
looked one line too low]. 

3. Spring 
Black 

Feather outside bullfinch wing. 
Body purple, well waxed. Head 
magpie herl. 

Feather from outside Bullfinch’s 
wing. [Er, Les, wake up, where is 
the body?] 

4. Freckled 
Dun 
(Moorgame 
and Orange) 

Well freckled feather from hen 
grouse back. Body orange silk 
slightly waxed. Head peacock herl. 

Well freckled feather from the back 
of a hen grouse. [No body given, Les 
now fast asleep]. Head, peacock herl. 

5. March 
Brown 
(Brown 
Drake) 

Reddish speckled feather from 
partridge tail or outside woodcocks 
wing. Body orange and yellow silk 
twisted and dubbed with reddish fur 
from fox ear or rabbit’s neck. Head 
yellow silk. 

Feather reddish speckled from a 
partridge tail or outside woodcock 
wing. Head, yellow silk, body 
orange and yellow silk twisted and 
dubbed with reddish fur from fox’s 
ear, or rabbit’s neck. 

6. Red 
Spinner 

Feather from under starling’s wing 
very light. Body bright orange silk 
rubbed with fine gold wire. Head 
orange silk. 

Feather from under starlings wing 
very light. [Les, we need the body!] 
Head orange silk ribbed with fine 
gold wire. 

7. Olive Bloa Feather from under green plovers 
rump. Body yellowish silk. Head 
brown silk. 

Feather form Green Plover’s rump. 
Head, brown silk; body yellowish. 

8. Orange 
Partridge 

Brownish speckled feather from 
back of partridge. Body orange silk 
well waxed. Head magpie herl. 

Feather brownish speckled from 
back of partridge. Head magpie herl. 
Body orange silk, well waxed. 

9. Cow Dung 
Fly (Lion Fly) 

Feather from quill feather of 
landrail. Yellow silk dubbed with 
lemon coloured worsted. Head 
peacock herl. 

Feather from the quill of a landrail, 
Head peacock herl, body dubbed 
yellow with brown coloured 
worsted. 

10. Poult or 
Poult Bloa 

Light silky feather from under 
young grouse wing. Head and body 
yellow silk. 

Light silky feather from under young 
grouse wing. Head yellow silk. 
Body, yellow. 

11. Gray 
Midge 

A freckled feather from snipe’s 
rump. Body yellow silk with a little 
fur from water rat’s spun on. Head 
magpie herl. 

Freckled feather from a snipe rump. 
Head magpie herl, body yellow silk, 
with a little fur from a water rat spun 
on. 



12. Dark 
Spanish 
Needle 

Feather from sandpiper’s back or 
under swift’s wing, or outside 
brown owl’s wing. Dark purple or 
copper silk body. Magpie herl head. 

Feather from a sandpiper’s back of 
swift underwing, or outside brown 
owl wing. Head, magpie herl. Body, 
dark purple or copper coloured. 

13. Light 
Spanish 
Needle 

Feather from under snipe wing or 
under starling’s wing. Body orange 
silk. Head magpie herl. 

Feather from under snipe’s wing or 
under starling’s wing. Head, magpie 
herl. Body, orange silk. 

14. Snipe 
Bloa (Snipe 
and Yellow) 

Small darkish feather from under 
snipe’s wing. Body yellow silk. 
Head yellow silk. 

Small darkish feather from under 
snipe’s wing. Head, yellow. Body, 
yellow. 

15. Greentail Feather from under woodcock’s 
wing. Head and body ash coloured 
silk with two or three turns of green 
silk at tail. 

Feather from under woodcock’s 
wing. Head, peacock herl. Body, 
ash-coloured two or three turns 
green silk at tail. 

16. Alder Fly 
(Orl or 
Hunchback) 

Feather outside brown owl’s wing. 
Head, peacock herl. Body orange 
silk with brown peacock herl ribbed 
with fine gold wire. 

Feather from outside brown owl’s 
wing. Head, peacock’s herl. Body, 
orange with brown peacock herl, 
ribbed with fine gold wire. 

17. Dark 
Snipe (Snipe 
and Purple) 

Speckled feather from outside 
snipe’s wing. Body purple silk head 
magpie herl. 

Speckled feather from outside snipe’s 
wing. Head, magpie’s herl. Body, 
purple. 

18. Blue 
Partridge 
(Gravel Bed 
Spider) 

Speckled (blueish) feather from 
partridge back or silver pheasant. 
Body light blue silk covered with 
heron herl. Head magpie herl. 

Speckled feather (blueish) from 
partridge’s back or silver pheasant. 
Head, magpie herl. Body, light blue 
covered with heron’s herl. 

19. Light 
Bloa 

Feather from outside Dotteril’s 
wing. Head and body yellow silk 

Feather form outside of dotterel’s 
wing. Head, yellow silk. Body, 
yellow. 

20. Tree Fly 
or Green 
Bank 

Feather from golden plover’s back 
or green linnet. Body yellow silk 
with touch of green worsted. 

Feather from golden plover’s back, 
or green linnet’s. Body, yellow silk 
with a touch of green worsted. 

21. Dark 
Watchet 
(Iron Blue 
dun) 

Feather from back of merlin hawk. 
Body orange and purple silk twisted 
with a little mole’s fur. Head orange 
silk. 

Feather from back of merlin hawk. 
Head, orange silk. Body, orange and 
purple twisted with a little mole’s 
fur. 

22. Light 
Watchet 

Feather from outside sea swallow’s 
wing. Body straw silk and gold 
tinsel. 

Feather from outside sea swallow’s 
wing. Body, straw coloured [silk] 
and gold tinsel. 

23. Yellow 
Partridge 

Fine spreckled feather from back of 
partridge. Body yellow silk, 
sometimes ribbed with gold tinsel. 
Head yellow silk. 

Fine speckled feather from back of 
partridge. Head, yellow, sometimes 
ribbed with gold wire. 

24. Stone 
Midge 

Feather from green plover’s back. 
Body light blue silk bodied with 
dark heron herl. Head magpie herl. 

Feather from a green plover’s neck. 
Head, magpie herl. Body, light blue 
silk, bodied with dark heron’s herl. 

25. Yellow 
Legs 

Light feather from neck of 
Norwegian crow, or inside jay’s 

Light feather from neck of a 
Norwegian crow (hooded crow) , or 
inside jay’s wing or dotterel. Head, 



wing or dotterel. Body yellow silk 
or gold tinsel. Head yellow silk. 

yellow silk with yellow gold tinselled 
body. 

26. Light 
Partridge 

Light freckled feather from 
partridge back. Body straw coloured 
silk and gold tinsel. Head gold 
tinsel. 

Light freckled feather from partridge 
back. Head, gold tinsel. Body straw 
coloured gold tinsel [er, silk, Les?] 

27. Knotted 
Midge (Tail 
to Tail) 

Bronze feather from shoulder of 
starling. Body purple silk and 
peacock herl all over body. Head 
peacock herl. 

Bronze feather from shoulder of 
starling. Head, peacock herl, purple 
silk. Peacock’s herl all over body. 

28. White 
Starling 

Feather from under green plover’s 
wing. Body straw coloured silk. 
Head magpie herl. 

Feather from under green plover’s 
wing. Head, magpie herl. Body, 
straw coloured silk. 

29. Green 
Drake 

Mottled feather from mallard dyed 
olive or green feather from 
woodpecker. Body yellow and 
green silk twisted. Head peacock 
herl. 

Mottled feather from mallard, dyed 
olive or green feather from 
woodpecker. Head, peacock herl. 
Body yellow and green silk twisted. 

30. Grey 
Drake 

Feather from partridge tail. Body 
orange and yellow silk twisted. 
Head peacock herl 

Feather from partridge tail. Head, 
peacock’s herl. Body, orange and 
yellow silk twisted. 

31. Green 
Sleeves 

Darkest feather form woodcock’s 
wing. Body green silk. Head 
magpie herl. 

Darkest feather from under the 
woodcock’s wing. Head, magpie 
herl. Body, green silk. 

32. Cub 
Down Bloa 

Smallest feather of blackbird wing. 
Body yellow silk dubbed with fox 
cub down. Head magpie herl. 

Smallest feather from blackbird’s 
wing. Head, magpie herl. Body, 
green silk. 

33. Fog Black 
(Willow Fly) 

Feather outside magpie wing. Body 
purple silk well waxed. Head 
peacock herl. 

Feather from outside magpie wing. 
Head, magpie herl. Body, purple 
silk, well waxed. 

34. Small 
Blue Bloa 

Feather from waterhen’s breast or 
from under cuckoo’s wing. Body 
yellow silk slightly dubbed with 
water rat’s fur. 

Feather from a waterhen’s breast or 
under cuckoo’s wing. Head, peacock 
herl. Body, yellow, dubbed with 
water rat’s fur. 

35. 
Cinnamon 
(August 
Drake) 

Feather from under landrail’s wing. 
Body orange silk covered with gold 
tinsel, or with herl from cock 
pheasant tail feather. Head peacock 
herl. 

Feather from under landrail’s wing. 
Head, peacock’s herl, body orange 
with gold tinsel or covered with herl 
from cock pheasant’s tail feather. 

36. Ant Fly 
(Red) 

Feather from bullfinch wing. Body 
orange silk with red peacock herl 
breast and tail. Head red peacock 
herl. 

Feather from bullfinch’s wing. Head, 
red peacock’s herl, breast and tail 
[Les, the body…] 

37.  Feather from tom-tit’s tail. Body 
orange silk well waxed. Head 
magpie herl. 

Feather from tomtit’s tail. Head, 
magpie herl. Body, orange well 
waxed. 

38. Red 
Palmer 

Small feather from neck of game 
cock wrapped all the way down. 

Small feather from neck of game 
cock wrapped all the way down. 



Body orange silk and peacock herl 
wrapped all down. Head peacock 
herl. 

Head, peacock’s herl. Body, orange 
with peacock’s herl wrapped all the 
way down. 

39. Golden 
Palmer 

Same dressing as No. 38. Rib with 
gold tinsel. 

Small feather from neck of game 
cock wrapped all the way down. 
Head, peacock’s herl. Body, orange 
with peacock’s herl wrapped all the 
way down and ribs of gold twist. 

40. Smoke 
Fly 

Feather of dusky white from 
Norwegian crow or pout [hard to 
read in original, but more likely to 
be pout than coot] underwing. 
Body purple silk with peacock herl 
all way down. Head peacock herl. 

Feather dusky white from a 
Norwegian crow (hooded crow) or 
poult’s underwing. Head, magpie 
herl. Body, purple peacock all the 
way down body. 

   
 


